
         CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE 
         PUBLIC HEARING 
         MAY 8, 2019 
 
 A Public Hearing was held by the Sylvan Lake City Council on Wednesday, May 8, 2019 
at the Sylvan Lake Community Center, opening at 7:32 p.m. with Mayor Lorenz presiding. 
 
 Present: Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
 Absent: None    PH-001-19 B-004-19 
 Also Present:  City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
The public hearing was scheduled to receive public input regarding the proposed 2019/2020 
budget.   
 
Martin made a power point presentation.  He stated he will discuss the General Fund, Water and 
Sewer funds, Garbage and Rubbish and Capital Outlay/Projects.  Millage Rates continue to drop 
as expected as a result of the Headlee amendment.  Approximately .0697 mills total reduction 
this year. 
 
He addressed the capital projects/purchases which were completed and on-going this last year.   
 
He explained the Garbage and Rubbish millage showing the proposed rate for 2019 is .7589 and 
the maximum allowed is 1.9136.  He reviewed three years ago City Council changed how trash 
collection was paid for.  The contract is charged equally to residents and the remainder of the 
fund is paid through taxes, lowering the millage rate.  The cost per household will be $189.00 
levied by household. The millage covers things such as HHW and parks/street cleanup.   
 
Martin showed how the millage rates are calculated, the breakdown of proposed millage rates, 
and dollars collected for each millage.  The proposed total millage to be levied for fiscal year 
2019-2020 will be 20.7159 the General Operating total being 13.3799 mills.  He explained how 
the debt millage is calculated. He reminded everyone voters approved 7 mills last November to 
replace the individual 2 & 5 mills, which are now gone. 
 
Martin noted he is working on a new projection model, but it is not completed yet.  It will 
include variables for potential future developments.  Projections are used to determine future 
funding for the City to maintain it as is expected by the residents.  They extend out 10 years. 
Martin provided examples and reviewed Headlee, Proposal A, changes in assessed value versus 
taxable value and the impact of the Headlee amendment on tax revenue. 
 
He reviewed some slides from his water/sewer rate presentation, which he made in January.  
New rates take effect on the next bill in August. He noted he met with the engineers to discuss 
how to reduce cost in the water and sewer funds.  Unfortunately, the fixes the city could make 
wouldn’t save much and we would have to spend ten times more to make the improvements.  
So, rates will not be going down.   
 
Funding is still not adequate for the Major/Local Streets.  Once again, we will transfer funds 
from the General Fund to the Street funds for improved maintenance. Martin doesn’t expect 
much money to trickle down from Governor Whitmer’s .45 gas tax hike.   
 
The debt remaining on the combined W/S and St/Drainage millage is $1,173,193. Next year we  
will pay $516,823.  The last two years, of the debt repayment drop to $317,318 (FY 21/22) and 



$319,253 (FY 22/23).  With today’s taxable value, that would equate to a drop of 2 mills for the 
final two years. 
 
He summed up with saying they will focus on making wise investments in our city and our 
future.   
 
Mayor Lorenz thanked Martin for the presentation and opened the meeting to the public.    
 
There were no comments. 
 
Mayor Lorenz closed the Public Hearing at 8:08 p.m. 
 
  
                                                                          
        Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  
 


